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responsibility on behalf of the association. He added that Gandhi
was an outsider and had no business whatsoever to come between
the planters and their tenants.
The same evening a number of vakils of Muzaffarpur came to see
Gandhi. One of them pressed him to proceed to Champaran at once,
to which he agreed. On April 12 he sent intimation of his arrival to
Mr. Morshead, the Commissioner of the Tirhut division, and asked
for an appointment to meet him.
The commissioner gave an interview on April 13 but expressed his
disapproval of Gandhi's visit to Bihar and inquired who had brought
him there. He told Gandhi that inquiry was being made on behalf of
the Government and advised him to quit Ghampararu Gandhi told
him that he had been receiving letters from the people for a long time
complaining about the conditions of the indigo workers. He said
that he wanted to see the conditions with his own eyes.
On his return from the commissioner's house, Gandhi asked some
prominent Congressmen to give a letter to the effect that they re-
quested him to hold an inquiry in Champaran. Along with the letter
he sent an intimation to the commissioner saying that he had come to
find the truth with regard to the relations between planters and the
ryots. He further added that all he wanted was peace with honour.
Gandhi told his co-workers that there was every likelihood of the
Government stopping him from proceeding further and that he might
have to go to jail earlier than he had expected. He said it would
be best that the arrest should take place in Motihari or if possible
in Bettiah.
The news of Gandhi's arrival had reached Champaran and a large
number of tenants came all the way to Muzaffarpur. Gandhi heard
their complaints and studied such documents as he could get The
reports he got were so harrowing that his resolve to visit Champaran
was becoming firmer and firmer.
In the evening of April 14 Gandhi visited a neighbouring village.
He entered the huts of some poor peasants and talked to little child-
ren and women. When he was leaving the village he said that India
would get swaraj only when the condition of these people improved.
At night he had talks with the co-workers. He related to them his
experiences in South Africa and the readiness of the people there
to court imprisonment. But he said that he would not get men in
Bihar to sacrifice everything at once.